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BRIEF HISTORY OD CHALLENGE ENTERPRISES OF GHANA 
 

Enterprise Background & Milestones 
 
The name "Challengeò for us signifies our desire to intentionally create opportunities 
for society to encounter God through the Bible and Christian literature, so people may 
turn to God for New Life. (Acts 26:17-18) 
Challenge Enterprises of Ghana had its beginnings as far back as 1952 when SIM 
(Serving In Mission, then known as Sudan Interior Mission) sent a representative, 
Trevor Shaw, from Lagos to Accra to gauge the potential for expanding the distribution 
of the African Challenge magazine to Ghana. Initially working with the agents of the 
Daily Graphic, monthly orders from Ghana of 650 copies were delivered by Tarzan 
Transport Company. 
 
Challenge magazine opened its first office in Accra in 1956. When independence 
arrived on 6th March 1957, the October 1957 issue of Challenge magazine recognized 
this with a special Ghanaian edition and a picture on the cover of President Nkrumah. 
That edition of 170,000 copies sold over 50,000 in Ghana which was 30,000 more than 
the 20,000 normal monthly circulation. Circulation had grown to 40,000 by 1961 and 
discussions began about the need to provide a broader range of Christian literature in 
the country. 
In 1968, the first Challenge bookshop was built on the compound of SIM rented. 
Agreement was concluded with the landlord, allowing the bookshop to be located next 
to the double-storey house. The bookshop opened in 1969. The bookshop operated 
under the auspices of SIM until 1975 when a Board of Trustees composed of three 
prominent Ghanaians, one senior staff member and some of the missionaries were 
formed. The legal formation of the CEG Board was on 25 January, 1975. CEG 
continued to be led by a seconded SIM missionary until 1989 when the last SIMer (Jim 
Mason) handed over to Ben Boateng as Managing Director. In 2014, Boateng, after 25 
years of meritorious service, handed over to the current Chief Executive Officer of CEG, 
Immanuel Kofi Agamah. 
 
The various ministries that SIM handed over to Ben Boateng and CEG Board in 1989 
included: 

¶ Bookshops: Four bookshops located in Kokomlemle, Tudu ócontainerô bookshop 
in Central Accra, Kumasi and Cape Coast. 

¶ Cinevan Ministry: There were five Cinevans showing gospel films and selling 
literature across the country. During the decades 1980-90, the Cinevan program 
total audience over 30 million Ghanaians of which 186,000 accepted Christ. In 
addition, a total of 497 new churches were planted in cooperation with various 
denominations. 

¶ Enquiry Centre: Comprised of the counselling department, the prison chaplain, 
the Bible correspondence courses including Young Searchersô League, Emmaus 
Bible Courses and Marriage Counselling, etc. 
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¶ Pastorsô Book sets project: Started in 1980 to provide books at subsidized 
prices to pastors and church leaders, the objective was to equip attendees with 
tools that would enhance the effectiveness of their ministries. In January 1987, 
Jim Mason began ófleshing outô his ideas for a new initiative that became known 
as Pastorsô Book Set (PBS). The 1st PBS took place in Ghana in mid-1982 with 
further PBS distributions taking place in 1988 and 2000. The PBS concept 
expanded globally and has been successfully staged in five languages ï 
Spanish, French, Hausa, English, and Amharic. A total of 97,270 PBS have been 
distributed in 41 countries with Ghana as the pioneer country. 
 
 

¶ Family Book Sets Project: initiated in 1989 to provide 10,000 sets of marriage 
and family life books to couples. Implementation began in 1992 when Family life 
conferences were first organized. This ministry is currently run by SIMer Alan and 
Donna Goerz who organize workshops and seminars to train marriage 
counsellors for churches of all the denominations throughout Ghana. 

Over the decades, CEG ministries that have benefited from the financial surplus 
achieved by the Challenge Bookshops whenever possible, include: 

¶ Cinevan program; 

¶ Enquiry Centre incorporating Counselling, Bible correspondence courses, 
Young Sowersô League, Prison Chaplaincy, Mail-box club Bible courses 
(reserved for Cinevan contacts), Prison Bible School, Tract distribution; 

¶ Preparation and mailing of monthly prayer sheet. 
 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
Transform Lives through the Written and Spoken Word of God 
 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 
To be a frontline Christian Organization in Ghana with a global view 
 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

1. Be the leading distributor of biblically balanced literature and media products 
2. Remain innovative, ethical and successful in the offer of services, and 
3. Enable our customers, including all members of the Christian Community, to 

have a wide choice of Christian literature and real value. 
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Challenge Enterprises of Ghana 

 
2020 Challenge National Pastors and Christian Leaders Conference 

Timetable (September 2020) 
 
 

Days/Week  Sunday  
GTV Life 

Monday 
Wesleyan TV 

Wednesday 
GTV Life 

Friday 
Pent TV 

 

    

 6 7 9 11 

First Presentation   WEEK 1 

Bro. Gbile Akanni 
How Christians/the Church Ought to Function in the 
Pandemic Era 

3:30pm-4:30pm 

Bro. Gbile Akanni 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Bro. Gbile Akanni 

9:30pm-10:30pm 

Bro. Gbile Akanni 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Bro. Gbile Akanni 

 13 14 16 18 

Second Presentation   WEEK 2 

Rev. Yaw Boamah 
 

God, Evil and the Pandemic 

3:30pm-4:30pm 

Rev. Yaw Boamah 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Rev. Yaw Boamah 

9:30pm-10:30pm 

Rev. Yaw Boamah 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Rev. Yaw Boamah 

 20 21 23 25 

Third Presentation   WEEK 3 

Dr. Yaw Perbi 
 

Christian Mission in the Pandemic Era: Local and 
International 

3:30pm-4:30pm 

Dr. Yaw Perbi 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Dr. Yaw Perbi 

9:30pm-10:30pm 

Dr. Yaw Perbi 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Dr. Yaw Perbi 

 27 28 30 2 

Fourth Presentation   WEEK 4 

Prof. Asamoah-Gyadu 
 

Crucifixion, Resurrection and Pentecost in Lockdown 

3:30pm-4:30pm 

Prof. Asamoah-Gyadu 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Prof. Asamoah-Gyadu 

9:30pm-10:30pm 

Prof. Asamoah-Gyadu 

8:00pm-9:00pm 

Prof. Asamoah-Gyadu 

 

The presentations are also available online on   (Challenge TV) and (ChallengeEnterprisesofGhana)

https://www.calendarpedia.com/


 

 

Specially Published Book for the 
Conference 

 

 

 

Place your order today from our online 

bookshop  

www.challengebookshop.com 

 

 

http://www.challengebookshop.com/

